Orchestra Semester Exam Study Guide
· KINDS OF NOTES

· Whole Note-

· Half Note -

· Quarter Note-

· Eighth Note-

· Sixteenth Note-

· Dotted Quarter-

· Dotted Half-

· KINDS OF RESTS

· Whole Rest-

· Half Rest-

· Quarter Rest-

· Eighth Rest-

· Sixteenth Rest-

· NOTATION SYMBOLS

· Staff-

· Bar line-

· Measure-

· Treble Clef (violins)-

· Alto Clef (violas)-

· Bass Clef (Cello,Bass)-

· BOWING STYLES AND SYMBOLS
· Down Bow-

· Up Bow-

· Legato- long, smooth

· Staccato - separated, short

· Spiccato – bouncing bow

· Slur – connect 2 or more notes on 1 bow

· DEFINITIONS

· Gradually get louder – Cresc. –

· Gradually get softer  - Decresc. --
· Fortissimo – Loudest  –

· Forte – Loud –

· Mezzo forte – Medium Loud -

· Mezzo piano – Medium soft –

· Piano – Soft –

· Pianissimo – Very Soft –

· Fortzando – Expressive accent –

· Accent – Firm impact –

· Molto – much

· Meno – less

· Piu – more

· Mosso – motion

· Poco – little

· Very fast – Vivace or presto

· Fast – Allegro

· Moderato – Moderate

· Andante  - Walking

· Slow – Lento

· Very Slow – Grave or Largo

· Metronomic Marking – M.M.
· Subito – Suddenly

· Cantabile – Singing style
· 
KEY SIGNATURES

· Memorize C major no sharps or flats

· ORDER SHARPS– F, C, G, D, A, E, B

G Major - 1 sharp 

D Major 2 sharps 

A Major 3 sharps 

E Maj 4 To find the name of a sharp key,  look at the last sharp on the staff to the right and think up ½ step

· Memorize F Major has one flat – Bb

· ORDER FLATS –

B E A D G C F
Bb Maj– 2 flats

Eb Maj 3 flats

Ab Maj 4 flats

To find the name of the key for flats locate the next to the last flat and that flat is the name of the key.  (Be sure to put the flat symbol beside the note name, F is the only one that does not have the flat symbol next to it in the flat family of keys).

· THE VALUES OF THE NOTES IN VARIOUS TIME SIGNATURES

· 4/4

· __ = 4

· __=2

· __=1

· __= ½

· __=1/4

· __=3

· __1 ½

· 8/8

· __=8
· __=4

· __=2

· __=1

· __=1/2

· __=6

· __=3

· 2/2

· __=2

· __=1

· __=1/2

· __=1/4

· __=1/8

· __=1 ½

· __=3/4
· TIME SIGNATURE

· The top number tells you how many counts in a measure and the bottom number tells you the kind of note that gets the count.

· 4 for a quarter note

· 2 for a half note

· 8 for an eighth note

· 16 for a sixteenth note

· 1 for a whole note

· WRITING RHYTHMS

· You will be asked to write simple measures of rhythm to a given time signature.  Look at the bottom number to decide the note values and then use the top number to put the appropriate number of counts for each measure.
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